PLATE IX
ROMAN RELIGION

i, 2. FRONT AND SIDE VIEW OF ONE OF THE MANY
STATUES found in the peristyle of the house of the Vestal
Virgins (Atrium Vestae) in the Roman Forum near the Palatine
and the round shrine of Vesta. Large and well-preserved ruins
of the house still exist. The statues represent the abbesses
or the six Vestal Virgins who lived in the house and attended
to the worship of Vesta. All the abbesses wear their uniform :
a woollen fillet (infula) on the head which was covered with
a square white piece of cloth with a purple border (suffibuluwi)
and a woollen tunica and pallium (cloak) with a woollen belt
tied in a special knot. Beautiful realistic portrait of the early
2nd cent. A. D. Museo delle Terme, Rome.